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òI think the school is the treasure box full of extraordinary things. 

                          The children are the treasures.ó     

                                                           -Alexandra Kennedy-Gr. 3 
 

There are so many beautiful images and metaphors captured  in our book ôShip of 

Dreamsõ.  We have only begun to unpack all the secrets and messages embedded in the 

story and we will share these with you each month as our journey aboard the ôShip of 

Dreamsõ continues.  Every childõs name appears on a star and we encourage our students 

to discover their own light and place value on the light other children bring to our school 

community.   

 

 The month of October reminds us that we have so much to be thankful for éour 

families, our friends, the gifts we have been given and the opportunity to be part of this 

amazing community.   
    

 This month we have welcomed over 830 children to St. Mary/St. Monica and both 

schools celebrated with their friends last Friday.  We welcom ed everyone into our school 

family and as we widen our circle we invite our students to make new friends  throughout . 

 

 We live  each day in a faith based learning community and it is our dream that every 

child is a symbol of light and hope in an ever changi ng world.  

 

We thank God for the children who truly are our treasures.  

 

Every ChildéEverydayéNo Exceptions 
 

M. Whelan/M. McGee  

Principals  



            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

October 2009 

 

 ñYou will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God 

through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with 

many thanksgivings to God.ò  

(2 Corinthians 9: 11-12) 
 

This quote from the New Testament ties together several themes that I wish to touch upon this month.   The 

school year began with staff attending this yearôs School Opening Mass held at the Winspear Center and 

presided over by Archbishop Richard Smith and Bishop David Motiuk.   In his homily, Archbishop Smith 

stated that the role of Catholic education is to announce with clarity the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and in doing 

so, our school district participates in the mission of the church. 
 

Archbishop Smith went on to say that to ñassure consistency of meaning both from the heart of the speaker 

and in the mind of the listener,ò our vocabulary has to be used with clarity and consistency of meaning.  Not 

an easy message to hear in these challenging times - challenges that are presented to us by government, society 

and within the struggles that many of our families find themselves. 
 

I would like to whole-heartedly thank the many individuals and organizations that responded so quickly to the 

needs of our school community at Annunciation School by helping our staff and students and their families 

cope with the loss of their school due to the fire.  Having so many people willing to assist with the clean-up 

and rebuilding of the damaged areas of the school surely demonstrates a whole community working together in 

a time of need. 
 

Some great news to share is that Edmonton Catholic Schoolsô district-wide enrolment (33,491 students as of 

Sept. 11) is higher than both the projected numbers from earlier this year, and the number of students in our 

district at this time last year.   The growth in enrolment is quite evenly distributed across the city; however, 

there is a significant increase in our senior high school numbers. 
 

Budget reductions to education funding just announced by the Alberta Government will pose challenges for 

school districts.  The budget that has already been prepared by Edmonton Catholic Schools will have to be 

reduced by $ 341,000.  How to best meet the ongoing needs of our students while maintaining the integrity of 

programming within all of our schools will be discussed by administrators and trustees alike.  Seeking parental 

input and support is a necessity.  Please consider getting involved with your school councils in order to 

advocate for continued high quality Catholic education. 
 

I wish each of you a blessed Thanksgiving ï one in which we examine the gifts that God has showered so 

generously upon us in order to more fully understand our mission here on earth as we continue to serve God 

and each other in a loving ministry. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Joan Carr 

Superintendent 
 



Message from Archbishop Smith 
 

 
I am very happy to have the opportunity early in this school year to share with you some information 

regarding Year 2 of Nothing More Beautiful.   
 

Evangelization is now one of the priorities of the Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton.  Within the 

context of evangelization we have begun a major initiative called Nothing More Beautiful (NMB).  The 

name was chosen after the words of Pope Benedict XVI, ñThere is nothing more beautiful than to be 

surprised by the Gospel, by the encounter with Christ.  There is nothing more beautiful than to know 

Him and to speak to others of our friendship with Him.ò  Nothing More Beautiful is an opportunity for 

the people of the Archdiocese of Edmonton to reacquaint ourselves with the truths of our faith and to 

grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ so that we, too, are ready to share this experience with others. 
 

In our second year of NMB, we ponder the beauty and mystery of the person of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God made flesh, who gave His life for the salvation of the world.  The foundation and lifeblood of 

Christians is their encounter and living union with Jesus.  Our mission is to make Him known as the 

worldôs only hope. 
 

I invite you, this year, to ñEncounter Anew the Beauty of Christò through the 5 encounters scheduled to 

take place at St. Josephôs Basilica and the various initiatives undertaken in your local parish and school. 
 

\Richard W. Smith 

Archbishop of Edmonton 

October 2009 
 

 

 
 

 

INTRODUCING OUR ADMIN. TEAM AND  

ORGANIZATIONAL DESIGN  
 

 
  

 

                 òThe foundation for all learning is quality Catholic education 
                         bringing to light, a spiritual vision for every learner.ó 
 

The above statement is one we strive to live up to as ôCatholic Educational Leadersõ at St. 

Mary and St. Monica School.  The principals, Mrs. M. Whelan and Mrs. M. McGee, are located at 

the St. Mary Campus.  The Assistant Principal, Mrs. Beth Comartin , is located at the St. Monica 

Campus and the Assistant Principal s Mr. Fernando Runco  and Mr. Ray Rouleau  are located at our 

St. Mary Campus.  We do spend time visiting each site  and we meet regul arly as a team to 

coordinate our week.  Our unique administrative design has been put into place to facilitate the 

continuity of educational programs for children in Jr. Kindergarten to Grade 6.  This plan has been 

highly successful and we have demonstrate d this success through our exceptional program design 

and academic success at both campuses. 
 

 Our professional staff meet regularly, collaborating on learning initiatives, innovation and 

excellence in teaching and learning.  We set high standards for ours elves and our students in an 

enriched learning community.  Parents are always welcome to join us at either campus.  Please 

know your support is always appreciated and valued.  Together we will achieve the very best for 

the children attending St. Mary and S t. Monica School.  
 ST. MARY/ST. MONICA SCHOOL 2009-2010 



 
 
 

1. Mrs. Marie Whelan/Mrs. Margo McGee  Principals 

2. Mr. Fernando Runco-St. Mary Campus   Assistant Principal 

3. Mr. Ray Rouleau-St. Mary Campus   Assistant Principal 

4. Mrs. Beth Comartin-St. Monica Campus      Assistant Principal 
         

   

Mrs. Armstrong  

Mrs. Coates 

Mr. Diachuk /Ms. Burrowes 

Mrs. Laba 

Grade 6 Team Mrs. Kalita  

Mrs. Sweetland 

Mrs. Smulski 
 

Mr. Somkuti  

Mr. Zhang  
 

Learning Team  

Learning Team 

Learning Team 
 

Robotics/Enrichment 

Mandarin  
    

Mrs. Cyr  

Ms. Danis 

Mr. Korassa 

Mr. R unco 

Ms. Howard-Tripp -French 

Grade 5 Team 

 

Ms. Burrowes 

Dr. Kerley 

Mrs. Olsen 

Mrs. Pecson 
 

Mrs. Nelles-Sampson 
 

Mr. Nguyen 
 

Music Specialist 

Music Specialist 

Music Specialist 

Music Specialist 
 

Fine Arts/Dance 
 

Technology Specialist 

  Mrs. Blais Educational   

Mrs. Fetter/Mrs. Peterson 

Mrs. Fleger 

Ms. Gagnon 

Mr. Zarowny/Ms. Korchinski  

Grade 4 Team 

 

 

Mrs. Butnande 

Mrs. Cartmell  

Mrs. Castillo 

Mrs. Encinas 

Mrs. Foisy 

Mrs. Ghoreshi 

Assistants   

Mrs. Hildebrandt  

Mrs. Kucy 

Mrs. Uskiw 

Mrs. Voth 

Ms. Way 

 

Mrs. Byrn e 

Ms. Koper 

Grade 3 Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 2 Team 

Ms. Hay 

Mrs. Hogstead 

Mrs. Karanjia  

Mrs. Kraus 

Mrs. Lotay 

Mrs. Lukshits  

Mrs. McQuaid  

Mrs. Mitchell  

Mrs. Sergent 

 

Ms. Leslie 

Ms. Kubinec 

 Mrs. Terletski  

Mrs. Tyler  

Ms. Wiberg 

 
 

 

 
    

Ms. Chamberlain 

Ms. Forest 

Mrs. Miller  

Mrs. Slusarek 

Mrs. Vaage 

Grade 1 Team 

 
Mrs. Simm-St. Mary 

Mrs. Sherburne-St. Monica 

Mrs. Kristyn Wildeman  
 

Mrs. Hussain 

Mrs. Juba 

Administrative Support  

  Administrative Support  

Office Assistant 
 

 

Library Support  

Library Support  
    

Mrs. Bezubiak 

Mrs. Bromley 

Ms. Howard-Tripp  

Mrs. Murphy  

Mrs. Novak 

Mrs. Santin 

Mrs. Wardell  

JK/Kindergarten Team Mr. Buenviaje 

Mr. Jarmola  
 

Mr. Gray  

Mrs. Inkster   

 

Head Custodian 

Head Custodian 
 

Custodian 

Custodian 

 

A special warm welcome to our new staff members who will contribute their gifts 

and talents to the St. Mary/St. Monica School Community 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This yearõs theme is :  

òBooks are Windows on the  

                Worldó 

 

St. Mary will have special guests coming in to read throughout the week.  
Join u s in celebrating READ IN Week 200 9. Pick up a book and find a quiet corner to savour every word. 

Reading has the power to transform, inspire, inform and entertain.  
    

We welcome the Minister of Education on Friday.  
                             

                Reading is... a window to the world .  

 
 

It is so easy to take reading for granted.  Like 

many things in life, itõs an activity which 

hardly merits a second thought. Yet, reading 

and writing are critically important skills all 

people thro ughout the w orld need for daily 

survival and happiness. 

 We will also be hosting the Scholastic Book Fair  during that time to promote the celebration of literacy. 

With this  thought in mind, the staff and students of St. Mary School invite you to share our commitment 

t o reading by helping us celebrate  literacy.  
 

Please note our Book Fair hours  at St. Mary :  
 
 

October 5 th  ð 8:30a.m. - 3:30p.m  October 8 th  -  8:30a.m. - 1:00p.m.  

October 6 th  -  8:30a.m. - 3:30p.m.  October 9 th  -  8:30a.m. - 11:30a.m.  

 

October7 th - 8:30a.m. - 3:30p.m.  

  



Our Book Fairs connect students to books they want to read. To help your child find the 

newest and best books, he or she will visit the Fair during class time.  

By purchasing books and supporting our Book Fair, you enable our school to obtain new 

resources  for our school and classroom libraries. We look forward to seeing you at the 

Book Fair! Thank -you for your support!  
 

 

 

 

 Thanksgiving Celebration 
    
      St. Monica - Thursday, October 8

th
 9:30 a.m.  

 

     St. Mary - Friday, October 9
th
 at 9:30 a.m. 

  
 

 We will celebrate through music, song and prayer our thanks to God for all His blessings.  We 
are asking each child to bring in a snack product that could be enjoyed by children in an inner city 
school.  Peanut butter, crackers, jam, juice, granola barsðanything that a teacher could use to give 
children a treat during the day. We have become aware of schools, which need this kind of support, 
and we would like to forward some non-perishables, which their children might enjoy during the school 
day.  This has become a tradition at St. Mary and St. Monica. 
 

  Our students always benefit from this gift of giving to others.  Itôs a warm feeling that fills the 
heart when we know we have made a difference for someone in needðespecially another child. 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 

On Monday, October 12th, there will be no school for students. 
 

Enjoy your family ñThanksgivingò time together. 

                                        
 

 

 

 
 

CCAT  (Canadian Cognitive Ability Testing) 

 
All students in grade six will write the CCATS during the week of 

October 13th ï 23rd.   It is an opportunity for them to demonstrate their 
ability in language and mathematics.  Verbal, nonverbal and 
quantitative scores can be reviewed with parents once the results 
become available. 
 

    
Students do not study for these tests. 

 



 

Thursday, October 22nd   

Professional Development Day 

St. Mary and St. Monica 
 

NO SCHOOL 
 

 

 
 

HOT LUNCH  
 

  

      St. Mary ð Friday, October 23 rd         St. Monica ð Friday, October 23 rd    

      Little Caesarõs Pizza                             McDonaldõs   
 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Mrs. Nancy Muzyka , Mrs. Jean Webb and all the 

parent volunteers who make it happen.  
 

Our students always look forward to the Hot Lunch days.  
 
 

 

NO PUMPKIN   CARVING  
AN   ISSUE  OF SAFETY  

 

  

For the safety o f all children, students at both St. Mary and St. Monica 

School will not be involved in pumpkin carving  activities.  Children do enjoy this 

activity, but safety is our first concern Students may decorate pumpkins using felt pens, 

paint, and other art mater ials.  We believe that we will still capture the imagination and 

creativity of children in an environment, which places safety first .  
 

 

 

 

Halloween Festivities  
Friday, October 3 0th  - St. Monica at 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  

Friday, October 3 0th  ....St.. M ary at 1:30 p.m.  

 

 Happiness is a Halloween party with 830 kids! Thank heavens we have two 
campuses for such an exciting event. We are looking forward to sharing these 



Halloween happenings with our students and their families.  Ghosts and goblins galore 
wi ll be in attendance and you are invited to join in the festivities.  The teachers are 
�E�X�V�\���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���F�R�V�W�X�P�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�������:�H�
�O�O���N�H�H�S���\�R�X���J�X�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� 
 

St. Mary parade will begin at 1:30 p.m., 
       

    St. Monica at 9:00 a.m.  and 12:30 p.m.  
  

We hope to see you there!  
 

Both campuses will send out more details well in advance of the day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

We are proud to announce that our professional staff is 
organizing an exceptional conference for elementary 
students from participating schools within the District.  Because we are 
hosting and organizing this conference, more students from our school will 

be able to attend.  You will be receiving a copy of our brochure, giving 
detailed information on presenters and their sessions.  This conference is open 

to all students from Grades 3 to 6.  
If you are planning to register your child, please do so, once you have received our 
brochure. Space will be limited.  We know that this conference will be an exceptional 
experience based on the quality of our presenters and the richness of the programs 
being offered. 
 

Students from 2 2 participating schools will take part in our conference which celebrates 

our young writers throughout the Edmonton Catholic School District.  

Our òFeature Authoró David Bouchard, one of Canadaõs outstanding writers, is already a 

favorite of our students.  He will be joining us once again, bringing his wisdom, wit and 

amazing talent and energy to our students.  We are also honoured to have Tololwa  Mollel  

this year to share his tal ents with us. Tololwa is one of Albertaõs most famous authors for 

young children.  He brings the magic of the storytelling to his presentation.  
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ST. MARY SCHOOL 

 

Saturday, November 7th, 2009 


