
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

November, 2009 
 

Principalsõ Message: 
 

  One of our favourite books for November is ôWhen I Grow Up, I will win the 

Nobel Peace Prizeõ.  This is world peace through the eyes of a small child.  His words inspire all 

of us to find our own vision for peace in the world.  These are his words:  
 

 When I grow up I will love my neighbour 

 I will create peace in the world and among all people 

 I will save animals from cruelty 

 I will share with the poor and unfortunate 

 I will protect the environment and save the planet 

 I will give aid to people who need it 

 I will not tolerate injustice or greed 

 I will be brave in difficult situations 

 I will achieve great things, and the most distinguished people in the world will give me the 

Nobel Peace Prize.                                                                         Author: Isabel Pin 
 

 Our students recognize that ôpeaceõ begins hereéin our own hearts and in our daily 

interactions with one another.  How important it is for each one of us to reach out and share the 

spirit of peace with those we come in touch with at St. Mary/St. Monica.  Watching our students 

model compassion, understanding and forgiveness when mistakes are made causes us to reflect on 

the importance of creating that inner peace which celebrates the value of one another. 
 

 It will be through our November journey aboard the ôShip of Dreamsõ that we will 

discover the peace within us and the peace that surrounds us here at St. Mary and St. Monica. 

 

Every childéEvery dayéNO Exceptions 

 

 

M. Whelan/Mr. McGee 

Principals 



  

H1N1 Information for Parents  

from The Edmonton Catholic School District 
 

As the flu season approaches, and the concern with the H1N1 influenza continues, it is important for all 

parents and guardians to know that each school in the Edmonton Catholic School District has developed 

an individual site Pandemic Plan. This plan will ensure the continuity of your childôs education, in case 

of an increased absenteeism in the school of students and staff.   
 

In addition, Alberta Health Services has asked all schools to report an absentee rate in excess of 10% in 

both students and staff.  Alberta Health Services will then work with schools through Public Health on 

communication and preventative measures. Monitoring school absenteeism can help identify the arrival 

of influenza in the community. It is very common that during the flu season, many schools will report a 

10% or greater absentee rate.  

The symptoms of the seasonal flu and the H1N1 influenza are similar and can include: fever, cough, 

muscle aches, lethargy and lack of appetite. Some people with the H1N1 influenza have also reported 

runny nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea in addition to a cough and fever symptoms. The 

seasonal flu and H1N1 influenza are thought to spread from person to person through coughing or 

sneezing. Please ensure that your child washes their hands frequently, covers their cough, and if your 

child is sick with the flu, we encourage you to help prevent the spread by keeping your child at home 

until 24 hours after their symptoms disappear. Thank you for your continued support.  
 

What are we doing at our school? 
 

 We encourage our children to wash their hands throughout the day. 

 We are monitoring our attendance daily and if absences exceed 10% we inform our District and 

Capital Health. 

 If children get sick in school, we will phone parents and have them sent home immediately. 
 

For further information please check the Edmonton Catholic School District website: 

www.ecsd.net 

 
The Spotlight Shinesé 
  

St. Mary School welcome s teachers from other districts throughout the year.   We have a partnership 
with Edmonton Regional Learning Consortium.  We will open the doors of our school to other 
teachers and administrators who will be engaging their students in the effective integrat ion of 
technology into learning.   

 
 Thank you to our teachers for 
sharing their professional knowledge 
with other educators.  
 

 
WE ARE PROUD TO BE A 

SMART SHOWCASE SCHOOL  
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Catholic Education Sunday will be celebrated this year on November 1
st
, and what a time to celebrate the 

successes that our students enjoy in Edmonton Catholic Schools.   A recent news release states that overall, the 

2009 Provincial Achievement Tests indicate that our students in Grades 3, 6 and 9 continue to exceed the 

province in a large number of subject areas over time.   Grade 12 students continue to exceed the province in 

English Language Arts and Social Studies courses, and our district has seen growth in the Math and Science 

Diploma marks.  As well, the provincial government has just released the ñAccountability Pillarò for all school 

districts which is a summary of a districtôs overall performance.  The October 2009 report indicates a continued 

high level of confidence in our district and reflects the excellent results achieved by our schools. 
 

As we begin this month, education in the Province of Alberta has indeed been on the forefront of government 

discussions and action, media reports, and has defined much of the time spent by both the Board of Trustees 

and our administration as they work together to discuss, adjust and respond to the recent announcements by 

Alberta Education.  We have also heard from the Minister of Education that the Province will be revising the 

School Act, an important document that directs the workings of all school districts within Alberta.   
 

Edmonton Catholic Schoolsô Board of Trustees hosted a parent engagement evening for all interested parents 

on October 1, 2009 at St. Joseph High School.   The participants had an opportunity to hear some specifics as to 

budget reductions within education in the Province and specifically how those reductions affect our school 

district.  As well, parents met in small working groups to discuss and gave their input.  Please check our district 

website, www.ecsd.net, to find information regarding the three areas of discussion covered that evening.  I 

would like to encourage all who value quality Catholic education ï parents, teachers and other stakeholder 

groups to become actively involved by being informed and responsive in having your views heard.  We, in 

Alberta, are one of just a few provinces who continue to enjoy provincially funded Catholic education, and we 

must work diligently to preserve that right.  
 

On Wednesday, November 11, 2009 all schools and district sites will be closed.  Each year in November, 

school staffs, students and parents join in remembering and honouring women and men who have served our 

country in both combat and peacekeeping roles.  I would encourage parents to take the time to discuss with 

their children the reason we have this special day, and to join their childrenôs schools for the celebrations that 

will be held. 
 

May God continue to bless each of you, as we work together to positively and effectively meet the challenges 

that are being presented by the difficult financial realities. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Joan Carr 

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 



  

Thanksgiving Celebration  
 

Thank you to so many parents who joined us for our 
Thanksgiving Celebrations.  The music and prayers created 
a beautiful atmosphere of celebration.  The donations of 
Snack Food, once again, to a school in need was greatly 
appreciated.  Each and every day, the children are enjoying the ôgoodiesõ we 
sent over.  We are told they have plenty for several months.  If we see another 
opportunity for our involvement, we will let you know.  These items were 
picked up by the administrators who were very grateful that we thought of 
their students in need.  We had so much food, we also donated to a food bank 
at two schools.  
 

 Special memories of Thanksgiving include the Turkey Tango at St. 
Monica and the power of the song òThe Power of the Dreamó at St. Mary. 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 

 

  F I  R E   s A  F E T y             

                     

October was fire safety month.  Both schools conducted fire drills and 
discussed fire safety concerns with all students. Students evacuated both 
buildings quickly and safely, passing the schoolõs expectations with flying 
colors.  We commended our students, their response and our red/green safety 
procedures which indicate all students are safe.  



  

 
 
 

Thank you to all St. Monica parents and community members who shared their love of 

literacy by reading to our children during Read -In Week. The children loved listening to 

our passion about literacy!  
 

 
Our students were actively involved in a wide variety of reading activities brought to life 

by the many parents, grandparents and dignitaries brought to our school during the week of 

October 5
th

 - October 10
th
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